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6th March 2015

Malta Chamber launches North Africa Business Council
The Malta Chamber of Commerce, Enterprise and Industry has launched the North Africa
Business Council with the aim to promote business between Malta and North African countries
and, in the process, create business opportunities for the Maltese business community.
Malta Chamber Vice President Mr Frank V. Farrugia said that in the past five years a number of
Business Councils were set up by the Malta Chamber, as they were effective tools to sustain
local entrepreneurs in their internationalisation efforts. “The experience gained so far has
proven that Business Councils are a very efficient way to help firms venture abroad” he said.
Focusing on the specific subject matter of North Africa, Mr Farrugia said that for several
decades, Malta had been seeking to position itself as a hub for doing business with said
countries, and has successfully achieved this goal, especially in Libya.
Mr Farrugia said that Malta offers a unique platform for European countries to trade with North
African counterparts. In order to succeed in this regard, members need to be encouraged to
join forces to build national business champions that can interface better with partner
companies. Aviation and maritime links between Malta and North Africa also need to be
strengthened, with a view to make it more feasible for Malta to establish itself as a worthy
landing zone for European companies, both large and small, to serve North Africa and in so
doing benefitting from other advantages that Malta and the Maltese business community have
to offer.
“The Malta Chamber”, he said, “is happy to help businesses internationalise, and looks forward
to working with all involved parties to promote business between Malta and North Africa in the
future” he concluded.
The launch was chaired by the North African Business Council Chairman Mr Simon Alden as it
was addressed by H.E. Tarcisio Zammit, non-resident Ambassador to Malta in Morocco; Mr
Ivan Mifsud, Managing Director of Mifsud Brothers Ltd; Mr Peter Meyer CEO, of Middle East
Association in the UK; H.E. Mrs Zohra Ladgham, Ambassador of the Republic of Tunisia; Mr
Mohamed Ellaboudy, First Secretary at the Embassy of the Republic of Egypt in Malta and
concluded by Hon Christian Cardona, Minister for the Economy, Investment and Small
Businesses.
This event was supported by Motherwell Bridge, Carmelo Caruana Company Limited, Alberta
Fire & Security, FCm Travel Solutions, Trustvad, Greenskip Services Ltd, Nemla Translations,
Multi-Packaging Ltd, and Medelec Switchgear.
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